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YESTERDAY

THE SEVENTIES AND EIGHTIES, TRAVAILLER AUTREMENT
the focus is on the economic crisis and unemployment.
Working differently”?

THE LATE  EIGHTIES, TIME TO CAREthe focus 
is on the welfare system, a “caring society”, the role of adult   women 
as caregivers.

ALSO: TIME AND UNPAID WORK, TIME AND THE URBAN SETTING,
TIME AND CIVIC PARTICIPATION



MORE RECENTLY: THE FEMINIZATION OF MIGRATION

WORK-LIFE  RECONCILIATION  POLICIES

the focus is on women 
(migrant women; “equal opportunities” policies in the European 

Union)



TODAY

THE  INTERNATIONAL  CRISIS, A CHANGE  OF PERSPECTIVE
the focus is on loss of jobs, poverty, our uncertain future 
also: a more problematic approach to change

TOMORROW

“CAUGHT UP IN A GRAND EXPERIMENT”

CHANGES, ADAPTATIONS, IMPROVISING, LEARNING





TIME:  PATCHWORK AND QUILTING

About quilting: “..the art of gathering up all the fragments so that nothing is 
lost. I mean the fragments of time as well as materials. Nothing should be 

thrown away as long as it is possibile to make use of it”
(L.Maria Child, The American Frugal Housewife, 1820)

“Quilt-making entails hard work, long hours,patience and repetition…yet it is 
creative…reflects women’s longing for beauty, demonstrating their often 

unrecognized capacity for self-expression and communication”
(Patricia  Mainardi, Quilts. The Great American Art,1978, p.17)

“The earliest quilts known were known as crazy quilts…Women sewed odd-
shaped scraps of fabric together…though there was no order or design to 

the pieces, there seems to have been from the beginning a natural 
tendency to introduce some elements

of order..”
(Patricia  Mainardi, Quilts. The Great American Art,1978,  p.12)





THE EIGHTIES: NEW PERSPECTIVES ON WORK AND 
TIME  
 
 
Jonathan Gershuny, After Industrial Society? The Emerging Self-Service 
Economy, 
McMillan, 1978 
Echange et Projets, La R�vo lution du  temps choisi, Paris, Albin Michel,1980 
G. Aznar, Tous �  mi-temps, Parigi, Seuil,1981. 
J.P. Jallade, LÕEurope �  Temps Partiel, Paris, 1982. 
Guy Roustang, Le travail autrement. Travail et mode de vie, Paris,
Bordas,1982  
European Centre for Work ad Society, Working Time Reduction and the Crisis
in the Welfare State, Maastricht,1983 
Swedish Secretariat for Future Studies, Time to Care, Oxford, Pergamon
Press, 1984 
A. Gorz, M� tamorphoses du travail. Critique de la raison �c onomique, Paris, 
Gallimard,1988 
G. Aznar, Travailler moins pour travailler tous  Paris, Syros,1993. 
Jean Boissonat, Rapport Commissariat g� n� ral du Pla n, Le Travail dans Vingt 
Ans, La Documentation Fran¨ai se, Odile Jacob, 1995 
Jeremy Rifkin, The End of Work. The Decline of the Global Labor Force and
the Dawn of the Post-Market Era, New York, Putnam, 1995 
 
 



ISSUES OF TIME, TAKING WOMEN INTO ACCOUNT  
 
Ann Oakley, The Sociology of Housework, London 1974 
Ann Oakley, Housewife, Oxford University Presss, 1974 
Kari Waerness, �The Invisibile Welfare State:WomenÕs Work at HomeÓ, Acta 
Sociologica, 21, 1978 
Chiara Saraceno, Il lavoro mal diviso, De Donato, Bari, 1980 
Helga Nowotny, Laura Balbo, Time to Care in TomorrowÕs Welfare
Systems,Vienna, Eurosocial, 1986 
Laura Balbo, Tempi di vita. Studi e proposte per cambiarli, Milano, Feltrinelli, 
1984 
Mary C. Bateson, Composing a Life, Plume, New York, 1990 
Cristina Border“as, Cristina Carrasco,Carme Alemany, Las mujeres y el 
trabajo.  
Rupturas Conceptuales, Fuhem , Madrid, 1994 
Sabine Hofmeister and Meike Spitzner, Perspektiven oko-soziale Zeitpolitik,
Stuttgart, Hirzel Verlag, 1999 
Mary C. Bateson, Full Circles, Overlapping Lives, 2000 
Marina Piazza Un poÕ di tempo per me, Milano, Mondadori, 2005  
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THE FEMINIZATION OF MIGRATION 
�
Jacqueline Andall, Gender, Migration and Domestic Service,
Aldershot, 2000 
 
M. Satterthwaite � Labour Migrations. Women on the MoveÓ, Feminist 
Review 2000, Palgrave 
 
Rachel Salazar  Parrenas, Servants of Globalization. Women, 
Migration and Domestic Work, Stanford University Press,2001  
 
Barbara Ehrenreich and  Arlie Russel Hochschild, Global Woman,  
Henri Holt, New York, 2003  
 
United Nations, Gender Equality Report, Geneva 2005 
 
E.U.: RESEARCH ACTIVITIES AND POLICY INITIATIVES 
 
(1994) European Commission (DGV): Network �Families and WorkÓ,  
 
(f995) European Foundation for the Improvement of Working and 
Living Conditions, Dublin  
 
.(2000) The Lisbon Platform 
 
(2005 ) The European Year of Equal Opportunities for All 
Road map   2006-2010   



TODAY AND TOMORROW
“WE ARE ALL CAUGHT UP  IN A GRAND EXPERIMENT”

TRENDS, INTERPRETATIONS, POLICIES 
CHANGES IN DAILY LIFE,

STRATEGIES, “IMPROVISING”,LEARNING 

“We are all caught up…in a grand experiment… The global 
experiment of modernity intersects with, and influences as it is 
influenced by, the penetration of modern institutions into the 
tissue of day-by-day life…Everyday experiments …involve a 
multiplicity of changes and adaptations in daily life." 
(A.Giddens,Modernity and Self-Identity,Stanford, Stanford 
University Press 1991,p.22)

“ Ongoing improvisations are required …and this is to be seen 
as an emergent pattern rather than as an 
aberration…composing a life is what we all, in the reality in 
which we live, are called upon to accomplish…"(M.C. 
Bateson,Composing a Life, Grove Press,1990,pp. 232-233)


